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From our Intern…  

Dear Joy Lutheran Church, 

Did you know there are 15 different 

Hebrew words and eight Greek 

words that all mean joy? These 

words appear hundreds of times 

throughout the Bible! Joy must be 

important to God if it’s mentioned 

hundreds of times in scripture! 

As I was meditating and reading 

about joy in scripture I happened 

upon the end of the New Testament. 

This section of the Bible is made up 

of a lot of letters from early Christian 

leaders to some of the very earliest 

Christian communities. These 

communities were spread apart 

geographically and did not have 

access to the Bible (not to mention 

the internet) the way we do today. They were communities of people trying 

their best to follow the example of Jesus through oral tradition and the 

guests who very occasionally visited. A theme emerged from these letters to 

the early Christian communities - joy in gathering together! 

1 Timothy 1:4 states, “I long to see you again, for I remember your tears as 

we parted. And I will be filled with joy when we are together again.” 2 John 

(a very, very short book of the Bible - 13 verses long to be exact) ends with 

the author writing that though letters are nice he cannot wait to get together 

“face to face” as a Christian community so that their joy may be complete. 

Isn’t that the truth!  

The joy of gathering “face to face” is something I sincerely hope we will not 

take for granted again. While we can experience joy in worship, alone, or 

with our families, it does not really compare with the joy of shared worship. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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From our Intern…  

It makes sense that some of the joy is the shared connections we have with our 

larger family, our community. During the month of September, we celebrated the 

formation of the Joy Lutheran Church congregation. A culmination of many years 

of thoughtful dialogue, mixed emotions, and collaboration. One week later we 

stepped out into the world with God’s Works, Our Hands Sunday. This day was 

filled with service projects in our church building, in our church community, and 

in the wider Centuria/Milltown Communities. September also saw making of 

Lefse and the return of Faith 5, Confirmation, and Senior High Youth Group. It is 

so good to be back together again, “face to face”. 

Maybe you have been wondering about the safety of returning to in-person 

worship, or other church activities. You are not alone. Pastor Angie and I discuss 

it nearly every day! It is a complicated issue with many complicated thoughts 

and emotions. There is certainly great joy in gathering, and for some, that joy will 

need to continue to be postponed. That is okay, too. In our scripture from 1 

Timothy and 2 John we read about the early church needing to postpone the joy 

of gathering together. And so, we, like the early church continue to wait for the 

right time to be fully together, “face to face”! Until it is safe for that joyful 

moment, take comfort in knowing Joy Lutheran Church is a loving church 

community waiting with anxious anticipation to see you again! 

In love and joy, 

Intern Kristin 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bible Study Grab Bag—Tuesdays in October—6:30-7:30pm 

Have you ever heard the story about the talking donkey? 

Valley of Dry Bones? Daniel in the Lions Den? Have you ever 

wondered about Lazarus, Pontius Pilate, the First Church, or 

the End Times?  

Well, this is your chance to hear these, or stories like them, 

and discuss with Pastor Angie and others. Each of the 4 weeks 

we will GRAB a verse, story, from the bag and spend time in 

study. Participants are encouraged to come on the first night 

with some verses/stories in mind and we will add them to the 

bag. There are no study guides, only scripture and our minds 

and experience and context. Come for one or all four weeks. 

No Bible study experience necessary. If you have a Bible, bring 

it. If you need a Bible, we will give you one.  
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Vision Statement 

Joy Lutheran 

comes together in 

service to our 

community locally 

and globally to 

experience faith 

that comes from 

God's word; to 

know the love of 

God and to share 

the joy of our faith 

through Jesus 

Christ.  

Feed My Starving Children Confirmation & Youth Group Event 

           

          

           

       

         

 

                                                                        

Confirmation and High School Youth are invited to help turn hunger into hope 

with your own two hands by packing nutritious meals for hungry children around 

the world through Feed My Starving Children. 

When: Saturday, October 16 

Time: 2:00-3:45PM  

Location: Coon Rapids, MN  

We will meet at 12:30pm at Joy Lutheran and carpool.  

 

Signup here: https://bit.ly/JLCFMSC 

https://theimaginationtree.com/salt-dough-handprints/
https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/buuild-a-backyard-bug-hotel
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/392657661265488892/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/621074604832662905/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/426505027213721620/
https://bit.ly/JLCRiveradventure
https://bit.ly/JLCFMSC


Newsletter 

Deadline 

Mon, Oct. 18 

Council Meeting 

Oct 14, 7pm 

Copies of the minutes 

and financial reports, 

are available to all 

members of Joy. 

Please contact the 

office if you would like 

a copy sent to you. 
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Evening Bible Study 

We will be starting an evening Bible Study on Wednesday, October 27, at 6:30pm 

using the Gather magazine. Copies of the study will be available beforehand for 

your use. All adults are welcome, men and women. The them is “The Gift of the 

Spirit.” Please contact the church office for a copy of the study. 

Notes from the September Council Meeting 

Joy September Council met 7pm, September 9, 2021. 

COVID update is to continue on at Joy, as is. 

Discussed Joy Celebration Sunday on September 12 and the clean up Saturday 

before celebration Sunday. 

Briefed on All-Committee Sunday, September 26. 

Information on God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. 

Moving forward on establishing building use policy. 

Reviewed, discussed, and approved 2022 budget to present at October 10 

Congregation meeting, following worship. 

Discussion and agreement to move band to organ side of sanctuary to see  

how it will work. 

Review of Sunday offering safety protocol (steps to use to put offering away).  

—Terrie Lunsman, President 

Joy Lutheran Church Women of the ELCA 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated and/or helped with lefse making and 

the bazaar! We are fortunate to have many willing, helping hands when needed. 

Saturday was a good day! 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, October 7, at 6:30pm. Please come for a 

discussion of the bazaar and suggestions for the future. All women are welcome 

and encouraged to attend. 

Women’s Bible Study (based on the Gather magazine) is on Wednesday,  

October 13, at 1:30pm. 

—Carol Johnson 



Congregational 

Meeting  

Sunday, October 10 

after 10am Worship 

We will be 

approving the 

2022 Budget. 
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Council Members 
 

Terrie Lunsman, Pres. 

 715-553-0914 

Todd Sturgul, V. Pres. 

 715-553-0606 

Sarah Campbell, Secy. 

 715-557-0387 

Al Arndt, Treasurer 

 715-210-1355 

David Beaulieu 

Steve Beyl 

Bruce Christensen 

Lonnie Ellefson 

Erin Kaiser  

Deborah Schmalz 

Richard Schmalz 

Ashley Sempf 

 Pastor’s Report for August 

August was wonderful! Intern Kristin and I are finding a rhythm and I say again, 

our intern is a blessing! We’ve been busy with program planning, worship 

planning, cleaning and organizing inside the Joy building, visiting people, riding a 

parade float, and canoeing down the St. Croix River with a great group. We begin 

working on her 3-month evaluation for seminary, already. 

Celebration Sunday is September 12! Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson will be with 

us. We will celebrate with a meal and all kinds of fun! 

Confirmation begins on September 15 with Dinner and Orientation/Registration. 

Gather Bible Study resumed September 8. 

Faith5 for Families officially resumes September 26. 

God’s Work, Our Hands is Sunday, September 19. We have projects inside the Joy 

building and outside the building in the community and surrounding area.  

There is so much more that happens week in and week out. JOY is getting busy 

again! That is a joy to my soul.  

Pastoral Acts  

FUNERALS: Marguerite Chinander 8.30.21 @Joy Lutheran Church; Ronald Smith 

8.31.21 @ Joy Lutheran Church 

BAPTISMS: Braxton Amirante 8.29.21  

WEDDINGS: Luke and Natalie Christensen 8.21.21 @ Chateau St. Croix, SCF; 

Chase and Olivia Schrupp @ Peace Lutheran, Dresser 

Peace, Pastor Angie 

To the Pastor and Members of Joy Lutheran,  

Thank you so much for the gift of the Jesus 

Statue in honor of our Anniversary Celebration.  

It has been placed in our prayer/comfort room— 

a perfect location!      — Bethany Council 

Bethany Lutheran Church is celebrating their 

100th Anniversary on Saturday, October 2.  

Join them for a 1pm program followed by a 

reception at 2pm. Bethany is located at  

24096 First Avenue, Siren WI. 
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Food Pantry 

Volunteers 

October 

Volunteer needed 

November 

Volunteer needed 

Help Count 

Offerings 

Volunteers are 

needed to help 

count offering on 

Mondays.  

Call the office for 

more details,  

715-646-2357.  

01 Alec Larson 

02 Karen Livingston 

04 Vic Nelson 

05 Jeremy Gingras 

05 Nancy Glaim 

05 Gavin Humpal 

05 Brooke Johnson 

05 Mandy Wisdom 

08 Jerry Owens 

09 Peter Carlson 

09 Tanner Olson 

10 Twyla Bublitz 

10 Ed Ellefson 

11 Xander Haack 

11 Scott Johnson 

13 Brittney Bublitz 

13 Jesse Turner 

14 Danielle Sloper 

16 Corrine Dahl 

17 Kari Larson 

17 Lucas Nelson 

18 Katie Christensen 

18 Barbara Jorgensen 

18 Chris Wilson 

19 Madison Robelia 

20 Belle Carlson 

23 Autumn Hyden 

23 Terrie Lunsman 

23 Pat Wall 

25 Mike Kutney 

Joy Birthdays—October 

If you do not see your name on this list—it means we do not have your birthdate in our 

records. Please contact the office with that information. 
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Food Pantry Volunteers  

Our emergency Food Pantry needs volunteers to go through food on a monthly 

basis to throw expired items, make list of items needed, organize shelves, tidy 

up, just general care. This is something that can be done after worship or 

Monday-Thursday during office hours. Perfect for the single person looking for a 

way to help our church and neighbors, the high schooler needing community 

service hours, families wanting to be part of this very useful ministry.  

Ways to Give at Joy 

If you would like to give online or setup automatic giving, go to:  

joy.breezechms.com/give/online  

You can give by text. Text an amount to (715) 800-3709. 

First time givers will be prompted to provide their payment method via a secure 

web page. 

To Avoid Fees – Give through your bank: If you use online banking, you can set 

up an automatic payment to the church.  

Support Joy Lutheran by shopping at  

Support Joy Lutheran Church of Centuria by shopping at AmazonSmile. When 

you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases - at 

no cost to you - to Joy Lutheran Church of Centuria.  

Support us every time you shop.     smile.amazon.com/ch/84-5111603 

joy.breezechms.com/give/online
smile.amazon.com/ch/84-5111603
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 Happening in October 

 Sat, Oct 2 10:30-2pm Building reserved for Baby Shower  

 Sun, Oct 3 9:20-9:50am Faith5 Family—every Sunday, meet in Sanctuary with Pastor Angie 

  10am Worship with Holy Communion 

  1-5pm Building reserved for Birthday Party 

 Tues in Oct 6:30-7:30pm Bible Study Grab Bag—everyone welcome (see page 2) 

 Weds, Oct 6, 13, 20 Confirmation & High School Youth Group Meeting Night 

  5:30pm Supper | 6-7pm Confirmation/High School Youth Group 

 Thu, Oct 7 6:30pm Women’s Meeting (see page 4) 
 

 Sun, Oct 10 10am Worship with Holy Communion and the Joyful Praise Band (Clergy Appreciation Day) 

  Congregation Meeting—see insert for the proposed 2022 Budget 

 Wed, Oct 13   1:30pm Women’s Gather Bible Study  

 Thu, Oct 14 7pm Church Council Meeting 

 Sat, Oct 16 1-3pm Pumpkin Fest at Bering Park, Milltown 

  2-3:45pm Feed My Starving Children—Confirmation/Youth Event  (see page 3) 

 Sun, Oct 17 10am Youth Sunday  
 

 Sun, Oct 24 10am Worship with Holy Communion 

  12:30-2pm Root/Beer & Hymns at Trap Rock Brewing Co. (see page 3) 

 Wed, Oct 27 Confirmation at Home | 5:30-7pm High School Youth Event at Church 

  6:30pm Gather Bible Study for all adults (see page 4) 

 Sun, Oct 31 10am Confirmation Sunday 

Join us on Sundays 
9:20-9:50am Faith5 Family | 10am Worship with Holy Communion  

Listen to our Sermon Podcast: www.joylutheranwi.org/podcast  

https://www.joylutheranwi.org/podcast

