
From Our Pastor 

Dear Joy,  

What's going on? Bars and restaurants are open. Walmart is packed. 

Schools are making safety plans to welcome back students, staff, and 

teachers. What about Joy? When will we be opening our building again? 

When will be back to “normal”? These are good questions! Hard questions, 

but good. I am writing this letter this month to attempt to answer these 

questions, give you an update from the most recent Joy council meeting, 

and to think with you about creative ways we might come together as 

church, as the body of Christ.  

First, comes the question, “When can we re-open our building in Centuria?”. 

The short answer is, “Not Yet.” You see, we are closely following synod 

guidelines and recommendations when it comes to re-opening buildings. 

Bishop Laurie is in regular contact with church leaders and pastors 

regarding safe church practices during pandemic. We are following the 

Covid-19 checklist she provided which includes waiting for a solid leveling-

off of the number of new infections in our area. As of the writing of this 

letter, the number of new 

infections in Polk County has 

not leveled off. Waiting until 

indoor gathering is safer is our 

way of loving God, each other, 

and our community. 

Over the past months we have 

done a lot of learning. We have 

learned that we can worship 

God in our homes. We can 

hold our meetings online. We 

can reach out to people we 

have never met by donating to 

and volunteering at Joy’s 

emergency food pantry. We 
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From Our Pastor 

have learned how important church is to us, and why. And, we have learned how 

incredibly generous you are as you continue to give of time, talent, and finances. 

Thank you. 

As your pastor, I have learned the vital importance of relationships with trusted 

colleagues in the Apple River Conference. Thanks to these pastor friends, I have 

had people to lean on and to learn from. With that in mind, and the support of the 

Joy Council, we have invested in an FM transmitter. With that piece of technology, 

we will experiment with Drive-In Services on August 16 and August 30. You will 

find a place to park in and around the Joy building and tune your FM dial to our 

worship broadcast. These services will be brief and meaningful. It is exciting to 

think about this! It is also strange and different, I know. But we are well versed in 

strange and different by now, right?!  

August 16 Drive-In Worship will begin at 10am. You are going to love this… we will 

be celebrating the gift and promise of Holy Baptism with several little ones! This is 

what Joy does!! It will be different, AND it will be awesome!  

August 30 Drive-In Worship will begin at 10am and we will be celebrating the gift 

and promise of Holy Communion together.  

Please know that we will continue to worship online every Sunday beginning at 

10am. So, whether you feel called to come to the Drive-In or worship from your 

comfy couch, we will be together.  

As I mentioned above, colleagues are important, and collaborating with 

colleagues is another way of broadening our reach as the body of Christ. With that 

in mind, in August we are collaborating with Pastor Emily Stelling and the 

congregations she serves, Pilgrim and Bethany. They will be worshiping with us 

online and at the Drive-In services; and we are invited to sign up for and attend 

one of the prayer services Pastor Emily will be leading throughout the month. 

(More information in Pastor Emily’s letter on page 5 and on our website.) This is 

an exciting opportunity for all of us.  

As for the question about when we might return to “normal”. Well, what is normal, 

really? We have not had a normal schedule or routine for quite some time… we’re 

talking before Covid-19 was even a thing. Normal is what we decide it is. My 

prayer for us, for Joy Lutheran Church, is that change becomes normal. That 

worship online, on our couch, from our gardens, at a Drive-In service; becomes 

normal. That picking up the phone and calling someone just to say we miss them 

and to catch up, becomes normal. That thinking about our neighbors, how to best 

love and serve them TODAY and every single day, becomes normal. That is what I 

pray for us, for you, and for this amazing and beautiful world.  

In Christ,          Pastor Angie 

(Continued from page 1) 



Page 3 

Council Members 
 

Terrie Lunsman, Pres. 

 715-553-0914 

Todd Sturgul, V. Pres. 

 715-553-0606 

Sarah Campbell, Secy. 

 715-557-0387 

Al Arndt, Treasurer 

 715-210-1355 

Steve Beyl 

Bruce Christensen 

Kim Grossmann 

Don Ellefson 

Kelly Nelson 

Richard Schmalz 

Jim Sorensen 

Council Meeting 

August 13, 7pm 

Copies of the minutes 

and financial reports, 

are available to all 

members of Joy. 

Please contact the 

office if you would like 

a copy sent to you. 

School and Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief 

It is time to think about School Kits and Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World 

Relief (actually sales have already begun for School Kit items). 

For many years we have collected money (and supplies) and Al Arndt has gone 

shopping for the items to make these kits. Fristad has been able to complete 

100+ School Kits for several years. Milltown completed 41 kits last year. Al has 

been shopping and purchasing supplies so JOY can complete 125 School Kits. 

He has also applied for a Thrivent Team Action Grant of $250. 

Watching the weekly sales, we estimate that Al can get the items for the School 

Kits for about $3.25 to $3.50 per kit. The drawstring back sacks have been 

donated by Terrie Lunsman—thank you Terrie!! For the Personal Care Kits, those 

items are usually not on sale and can be purchased for $8—$9 per kit. 

If you would like to contribute towards these kits, please include it with your 

weekly or monthly offering and clearly mark it as “School/Personal Care Kits” 

and mail your check to the church office. The money that is donated, will first 

apply towards the cost of the School Kits and whatever is left will go to purchase 

supplies for the Personal Care Kits. 

The following is a list of supplies needed for the kits. If you wish to purchase 

supplies towards these kits, you may do so and bring the items to the church 

office during normal office hours. 

SCHOOL KITS 

FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-

ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½”;  

no loose-leaf paper 

ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and inches on the 

other 

ONE pencil sharpener 

ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

embedded steel blades work well) 

FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber 

band 

ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

ONE 2 ½” eraser 

ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17” with 

shoulder straps (no standard backpacks). Backpacks have been purchased and 

donated by Terrie Lunsman (we have plenty). 
(Continued on page 4) 



Food Pantry 

Tuesday  

9-11:30am & 1-2pm 

Wednesday 1-2pm 

Bags are pre-

packed with food 

and ready for pick-

up by anyone in 

need. 

We can add more 

hours if you would 

like to volunteer. 

Retirement Party 

for Pastor Maggie  

Organized by Pastor 

Maggie’s Family  

Location: 

Jeff & Karyn Kruse’s 

House, 2422 210th St, 

Luck, WI  

Time: 6:30pm-dusk 

There will be food and 

yard games. Also, 

Maggie wants to “go 

out with a bang” so 

there will be fireworks 

after the sun goes 

down!  

We ask that those 

coming do abide by 

best practices for social 

distancing at the 

gathering, masks 

encouraged.  

Cards/Notes:  

Maggie Isaacson 

921 E. 3rd Ave 

Luck WI 54853  
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School and Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief 

PERSONAL CARE KITS 

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 

40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended 

TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 

to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping 

ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original 

packaging 

ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging 

ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging 

If you have any questions about this project, contact Al Arndt at 715-210-1355 

or alarndt@lakeland.ws 

Thank you for your support and generosity of this project! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Pilgrim Lutheran 

507 Wisconsin Ave 

N, Frederic, WI 

54837  

 

Bethany Lutheran 
24096 1st Ave, 

Siren, WI 54872  

 

Register 
715-349-5280 

 

Note: 
 Your health and 

the safety of 

others is a top 

priority. 

 Masks or face 

shields continue 

to be required. 

 Physical 

distance 

measures will be 

taken. 

 Fellowship 

before or after 

services is not 

available at this 

time. 

 

                         

                  

A Message from Rev. Emily Stelling 

I am excited to announce that Joy Lutheran Church, Centuria, WI has welcomed 

us to join them in Sunday online worship services! [And we invite them to our 

prayer services.] Joy Lutheran is a recent merger of Milltown Lutheran (my home 

parish) and Fristad Lutheran! Together, we will worship God and lift our hearts 

up as the One Body of Christ—Thanks be to God!  

What will the service look like? 

We will have a 40-minute service based on daily prayer in the ELW hymnal. We 

will gather for prayer in the sanctuary and have informal discussions based on 

the lectionary (bible reading), our lives, our faith, and connect with one another 

in a physically-distanced way. It is my hope that we can instill daily prayer habits 

so that we are “praying without ceasing,” as is our baptismal call.  

I encourage you to consider coming back to the church building keeping in mind 

your health and wellbeing.  

In Christ’s Name, 

Reverend Emily K. Stelling  

We ask that everyone register with Jane at the Bethany office (715-349-5280) 

so we can keep to our 20 or fewer group sizes. You are encouraged to sign up 

for one service each week but you are welcome to attend more often if you wish.  

The Sunday afternoon “beach” services are intended for kids and families, and 

the rest of the services are planned for adults.  

You are welcome to attend services at either church – pick dates and times that 

are most convenient for you.  

Date Location 

Sunday, August 2, 3:00PM (Kids and families) 

Sunday, August 2, 6:00 PM (adults) 

Coon Lake Beach 

Pilgrim 

Tuesday, August 4, 12:00PM noon Bethany 

Thursday, August 6, 6:00 PM Pilgrim 

Sunday, August 9, 3:00PM (Kids and families) 

Sunday, August 9, 6:00 PM (adult) 

Crooked Lake Beach 

Bethany 

Tuesday, August 11 12:00PM noon Bethany 

Thursday, August 13 6:00 PM Pilgrim 

Sunday, August 16, 3:00PM (Kids and families) 

Sunday, August 16, 6:00PM (adults) 

Coon Lake Beach 

Pilgrim 

Tuesday, August 18, 12:00PM noon Bethany 

Thursday, August 20, 6:00 PM Pilgrim 

https://childhood101.com/yoga-for-kids-a-walk-through-the-garden/
https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/buuild-a-backyard-bug-hotel
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Joy Birthdays—August & September 

AUGUST 

Kylie Becker   08/01 

Emily Bethke   08/02 

Marion Nelson  08/02 

Lonnie Ellefson  08/04 

LeeAnn Wellbrock  08/04 

Bethany Rice   08/05 

Jeff Larson   08/06 

Ben Hendricks  08/06 

Leilani Heilig   08/07 

Kelly Anderson  08/09 

Rebecca Hanson  08/12 

Easton Baxter  08/13 

Henry Christensen  08/14 

Zachery Baxter  08/15 

Gretchen Snyder  08/15 

Logan Yira   08/16 

Vayda Hexum   08/17 

Steve Glaim   08/17 

Allison Jensen  08/18 

Julia Erickson  08/19 

Tawyna Matheson  08/20 

Blake Hines   08/20 

Wayne Anderson  08/21 

Hunter Olson   08/22 

Xavior Larson   08/22 

Hunter Olson   08/22 

Kathy Vitalis   08/22 

Brayden Petersen-Judge  08/23 

Jillian Lissy   08/24 

Lucy Christensen  08/24 

Debra Korsan  08/28 

Ella Carlson   08/29 

Pam Kruger   08/30 

Olivia Turner   08/30 

Angela Mapes  08/31 

Aiden Hansen  08/31 

SEPTEMBER 

Sarah Broome  09/01 

Anna Christensen  09/02 

Keenan Hacker  09/02 

Bruce Christensen  09/02 

Jake Turner   09/02 

Khloe Swanson  09/03 

Jim McKenzie  09/04 

Griffin Vollrath  09/04 

Chuck Johansen  09/04 

Dan Campbell  09/05 

Sophie Christensen  09/05 

Dylan Weller   09/05 

Gary Clausen   09/06 

Marilyn Lacy   09/06 

Scott Benedict  09/07 

Harley Kruger  09/08 

Deverah Koshatka  09/09 

Zach Lehmann  09/10 

Jill Netland   09/11 

Mikaela Robelia  09/12 

Derek Proulx   09/14 

Jill Gingras   09/15 

Teri Hexum   09/15 

Cheryl Schultz  09/17 

Joan Romans   09/17 

William Olson   09/18 

Connie Schultz  09/19 

Brooklyn Kotval  09/20 

Preston Entwistle  09/21 

Gary Schauls   09/24 

Olivia Nelson   09/25 

Chris Swanson  09/25 

Harland Lofgren  09/27 

Brent Bublitz   09/28 

Jodi Reed   09/29 

Grace Olson   09/30 

If you do not see your name on this list—it means we do not have your birthdate 

in our records. Please contact the office with that information. 
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Patient attention, valuable discoveries 

For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has been a test of patience — or 

worse. Medically vulnerable people face an anxious time of hypervigilance. 

Furloughed workers wait on hold or in lines for assistance. Special events have 

been canceled or rescheduled.  

 

Those not impacted directly deal with assorted frustrations and inconveniences. 

Many people are learning the benefit of slowing down, being present (even 

virtually) to others and practicing patient attention.  

 

Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of his best work when the plague 

forced Cambridge University to close. At home, the inquisitive student invented 

calculus and developed groundbreaking theories of gravity and optics. Later 

Newton called 1666 his annus mirabilis (“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, 

“If I have made any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention 

than to any other talent.”  

 

What have you discovered during the Covid-19 crisis? What appreciations have 

you developed for aspects of life you may have previously taken for granted? 

What has social distancing taught you about the value of neighbors, church, 

community volunteering?  

 

During the pandemic, what have you learned about persistence and God’s 

presence? What empathy do you now feel for writers of words such as “I wait for 

the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope” (Psalm 130:5, 

NIV)? 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/621074604832662905/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/426505027213721620/
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501 State Road 35 

PO Box 217 

Centuria  WI 54824-0217 

JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Join us online on Sundays 
10am Worship (YouTube, Facebook) 
www.joylutheranwi.org for more details. 

Phone: 715-646-2357 

office@joylutheranwi.org 

«AddressBlock» 

Drive-In Worship at Joy 
Sunday, August 16, 10am 

with Baptism 

Sunday, August 30, 10am 

with Holy Communion 

Worship will also be available online. 

https://www.joylutheranwi.org/

